
 

Science without borders 
EU-LIFE statement on BREXIT 

 

The EU-LIFE community, which spans over 7500 researchers in 14 European countries 

including our UK partner The Babraham Institute, will continue to join forces with 

researchers, innovators, policy makers and all relevant actors across the European 

continent to enable the best science and ensure the transformation of scientific 

achievements into improvements in peoples’ lives.  

EU-LIFE urges the leaders of the EU and the UK to make the necessary arrangements 

in order to allow the continuation of our highly effective and productive collaborations 

on research and innovation. The close collaboration between the EU and UK has been 

enormously successful while the UK has been part of the EU; it would be a great loss 

for science and society if this collaboration is in any way inhibited due to BREXIT. 

To maintain the successful collaboration between the EU and the UK the following is 

required: 

 Full researcher mobility between the UK and the rest of Europe at all levels and 

career stages; 

 Full alignment of regulations regarding science, data, inventions, etc. in order 

to maintain an open, efficient, and successful research environment in Europe; 

 Full accessibility of the UK to European Research and Innovation programmes 

and vice versa. 

 Rapid progress on above such that the UK can associate to Horizon Europe 

from its inception in order to avoid jeopardising ongoing collaborations. 

 The European countries should work together to make the European Research 

Area a world leader in science. 

Together with EuroScience and Wellcome Trust, EU-LIFE will continue to support the 

#dealforscience campaign during the transition period, calling on political leaders to 

maintain the close relationship between the UK and the EU that is essential for 

European science. 

 

Barcelona, 4th February 2020 
 

 

https://www.euroscience.org/
https://wellcome.ac.uk/
https://euroscientist.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c352b9f258b8f1483083d4072&id=f93ffd3053&e=4d8b2e7263


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
About EU-LIFE 
 
EU-LIFE is an alliance of research centres whose mission is to support and strengthen European research excellence 
(www.eu-life.eu). EU-LIFE members are leading research institutes in their countries and internationally renowned 
for producing excellent research, widely transferring knowledge and nurturing talent. Since its foundation in 2013, 
EU-LIFE has become a stakeholder in European policy participating regularly in the EU policy dialogue.  
www.eu-life.eu  
 
EU-LIFE Partners 

Center for Genomic Regulation (CRG, Spain) | Central European Institute of Technology (CEITEC, Czech Republic) | 

European Institute of Oncology (IEO, Italy) | Flanders Institute For Biotechnology  (VIB, Belgium) | Friedrich 

Miescher Institute for Biomedical Research (FMI, Switzerland) | Institut Curie (France) | Institute for Molecular 

Medicine Finland (FIMM, Finland) | Instituto Gulbenkian de Ciência (IGC, Portugal) | International Institute of 

Molecular and Cell Biology in Warsaw (IIMCB, Poland) | Max Delbrück Center for Molecular Medicine in the 

Helmholtz Association (MDC, Germany) |  Research Center for Molecular Medicine of the Austrian Academy of 

Sciences (CeMM, Austria) | The Babraham Institute (Babraham, United Kingdom) | The Netherlands Cancer 

Institute  (NKI, The Netherlands) | The University of Copenhagen Biotech Research & Innovation Centre (BRIC, 

Denmark)  

For more information contact: 

Marta Agostinho, PhD 

EU-LIFE Coordinator 

Email: marta.agostinho@eu-life.eu 

Mobile: +34619570820 
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