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EU-LIFE

Press Release

28 January 2025

EU-LIFE welcomes The Francis Crick Institute and the Ruder
Boskovi¢ Institute into the alliance

28 January 2025, Barcelona, London and Zagreb - The Francis Crick Institute in London
(the Crick, UK) and the Ruder Boskovic¢ Institute in Zagreb (RBI, Croatia) officially
joined EU-LIFE in January 2025, This new membership is part of a process of expansion
that broadens the representativeness of EU-LIFE and builds on the open and
collaborative spirit that drives the alliance.

EU-LIFE is the alliance of independent research institutes in the life sciences across Europe.
The Crick and RBI are leading research performance institutions in their countries and play
a significant role in the European research ecosystem, fostering collaborations, innovation
and cutting-edge discoveries. By welcoming these institutes, the alliance expands to 17
members in 16 countries across the European continent.

"We are delighted to welcome the Francis Crick Institute and the Ruder Boskovi¢
Institute to EU-LIFE. Sharing best practices among leading research institutes is fundamental
to fostering excellence and innovation. By bringing together institutions that thrive on
pushing the boundaries of knowledge, we strengthen the entire research ecosystem,
ensuring that science continues to drive progress and address societal challenges across
Europe," said Giulio Superti-Furga, Chair of EU-LIFE.

Welcoming the decision, Paul Nurse, Director of the Crick said: “We are very pleased
to join EU-LIFE and deepen our engagement with leading research institutes across Europe.
At the Crick, we believe that collaboration and knowledge sharing are the cornerstones of
scientific progress. By working together, we can strengthen European cohesion and ensure
that independent research institutes continue to play a pivotal role in addressing the
scientific challenges of our time for the benefit of all.”

David Smith, Director of RBI, said: "Joining EU-LIFE is a significant milestone for the
Ruder Boskovi¢ Institute. As Croatia's largest multidisciplinary research institution, we
deeply value the opportunity to collaborate with like-minded institutes across Europe. Being
part of this network not only amplifies our ability to contribute to cutting-edge science but
also reinforces our commitment to fostering excellence and innovation in the European
research ecosystem.”

The Crick is an independent, world-leading biomedical research centre dedicated to
discovery without boundaries. Its mission focuses on understanding biological mechanisms
at all scales to drive advancements in human health. It integrates academic, clinical and
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industrial expertise, and promotes strong international ties, proactive public engagement
and open science.

RBI is dedicated to advancing society through scientific knowledge by conducting cutting-
edge research in natural, biomedical, biotechnical, and technical sciences while
contributing to education and fostering partnerships with societal and economic sectors. In
addition, RBI has a strong track record in securing competitive funding from national and
European sources.

With this strategic decision, EU-LIFE aims to strengthen the voice of leading, independent
research institutes in the life sciences in Europe, and ensure a strong critical mass for
promoting an optimal environment for research across Europe.

“We welcome the Crick and RBI to the EU-LIFE alliance and look forward to working together.
It is really important for us to expand EU-LIFE with institutes that share our values and
commitment to scientific excellence,” said Marta Agostinho, Executive Director of EU-LIFE.

The EU-LIFE Board of Directors ratified the decision to welcome both institutes into the
alliance during the 2024 EU-LIFE Strategy Meeting, which was held on 21-22 November in
Copenhagen.

Contacts:
Marta Agostinho, EU-LIFE Executive Director
Phone: +34619570820; Email: marta.agostinho@eu-life.eu

Esther Dorado, EU-LIFE Communications Officer
Email: esther.dorado@eu-life.eu

About EU-LIFE

EU-LIFE is an alliance of research centres whose mission is to support and strengthen European research
excellence (www.eu-life.eu). EU-LIFE members are leading research institutes in their countries and
internationally renowned for producing excellent research, widely transferring knowledge and nurturing talent.

EU-LIFE Members

Centre for Genomic Regulation (CRG, Spain) | Central European Institute of Technology (CEITEC, Czech Republic)
| European Institute of Oncology (IEQ, Italy) | Flanders Institute For Biotechnology (VIB, Belgium) | Friedrich
Miescher Institute for Biomedical Research (EMI, Switzerland) | Gulbenkian Institute for Molecular Medicine
(GIMM, Portugal) | Institut Curie (Curie, France) | Institute for Molecular Medicine Finland (FIMM, Finland) |
Institute of Molecular Biology & Biotechnology (IMBB FORTH, Greece) | International Institute of Molecular and
Cell Biology in Warsaw (IIMCB, Poland) | Max Delbriick Center (MDC, Germany) | Research Center for Molecular
Medicine of the Austrian Academy of Sciences (CeMM, Austria) | Ruder Boskovi¢ Institute (RBI, Croatia) | The
Babraham Institute (Babraham, United Kingdom) | The Francis Crick Institute (Crick, United Kingdom) | The
Netherlands Cancer Institute (NKI, The Netherlands) | The University of Copenhagen Biotech Research &
Innovation Centre (BRIC, Denmark)
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